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Findings from the first round of the Youth in Europe study
During 2010/11, 107 schools and 4,427 pupils took part in the first round of the Youth in Europe Study – a cross-national project funded by the national research councils and comparing the social, cultural and educational integration of students in year 10 in England, Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden. The purpose of the first round was to provide initial measures of students’ experiences at school, friendships, attitudes and leisure activities.  
A second round will be carried out in 2011/2012 in order to see how these experiences have affected their progress and their thoughts about the important decisions that have to be taken in year 11. Then a third round will be carried out in 2012/2013 to see what decisions pupils made and how this compared to their aspirations.
This document contains a selection of the findings from the English pupils who took first round and some cross-national findings from all four countries that are part of the project. We hope that you find these useful and interesting. 



Educational aspirations

All English schools (row percentages)
	
	Don’t know
	GCSEs
	A levels
	University degree

	“What is the highest level of education that you wish to get?”
	9
	15
	19
	57

	“What is the highest level of education that you think you will actually get?”
	15
	28
	25
	32

	“What is the highest level of education that your parents would like you to get?”
	14
	12
	17
	57


Attitudes to education 
	% who agree that…
	

	“It is very important to me to get good marks” 
	94

	“I put a great deal of effort into my school work”
	77

	“Education is very important for getting a good life later on”
	93


	% who disagree that…
	

	“School is not for people like me“
	80


Attitudes to teachers 
	% who agree that…
	

	"I get the help I need from the teachers at school"
	69

	"my teachers encourage me to get good results at school"
	81

	“There are teachers at my school who treat me unfairly”
	37


Experience of bullying 
	% who said they were sometimes…
	

	“ scared of other pupils”
	31

	“ teased by other pupils”
	45

	“ bullied by other pupils”
	26


Cross-national health behaviour
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% who at least once a week or more ...

Eat breakfast

Do sport or go to the gym

Drink alcohol

Smoke cigarettes

Use drugs


Cross-national school behaviour
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% who ever...

Argue with a teacher

Get a punishment

Arrive late

Skip a lesson


Cross-national leisure time
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% spending two or more hours a day after school...

Watching TV

Chatting online

Playing computer games

Doing homework

Helping around the house


Satisfaction with life and with school: mean scores 
	On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is very dissatisfied and 10 is very satisfied, how satisfied are you with…
	

	… your life in general?
	7.7

	… school in general?
	6.5


Computer and internet access at home
	% who have…
	

	… their own computer?
	83

	… access to the internet at home?
	98


Paid work
	% who …
	

	… work outside of school?
	32


Favourite subjects
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Physical Education (PE)

Art

Mathematics

Science

English 

Drama

History

ICT

Design Technology (DT)

Music

Geography

Business Studies

Food Technology

Dance

%


Least favourite subjects
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Mathematics

English 

Science

Religious Education/Studies (RE/RS)

Physical Education (PE)

French

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE)

History

Geography

Citizenship

Physics

%


